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All Orders of Learned Men, 
| But more eſpecially 


To the Profeſſors of PHYSICK and 
SURGERY, in GREAT BRITAIN. 
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Concerning an Attempt or Tay towards an g 
HisToRy of the Lives, Deaths, Writings, 1 
Characters and Opinions of the moſt celebra- 1 
ted Britiſh Pu SICAL and CHIRURGICAL . 


Authors; containing the various Improve- 
ments and Diſcoveries that have been made 
from time to time, in the TyHEory and 
PRACTICE of Pu YVSICk, ANATOMY, SuR- 
GERY, BOTANY, PHARMACY,CHEMISTRY, 
Sc. according to their Chronological Order. 


— * 


_—_—_ 


m 4% — _— 
= 2 a * 
. * = _ * 


0 N þ | | *% a o 
a I k \ f « "A 2 0 j 8 2 es W 2 > , * K 
8 . 3 Es > * 4 4 a6” . 4 7 8. wo OY 1 n 21 2 ws 1 Pe 7 
e * be e I'S 0 N £ * BY > 2 Wd 7 4 n . 


4 _ — 
— * 


The whole being deſign'd for a Biographical, Philological, 
Critical and Controverſial Narrative of the moſt remark- 
able Things that have been done in the ſeveral Branches 
of theſe Profeſſions in BRITAIN, from the earlieſt 
Records of Time we can get any certain Knowledge of, 

CY to the preſent. | 
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A CIRcUuLAR INvIiTATORY 


LEE LEM 


To all Orders of Learned Men, but 


more eſpecially to the Profeſſors of 
PHYSICK and SURGERY, in 


GREAT BRITAIN, Oc. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


E RE I not perſwaded that the 
preſent Deſign wou'd plead its 
_ own Excuſe, I ſhou'd think myſelf 
under a Neceſſity of apologizing for the Li- 
berty I take in addreſſing you, before I was 
aſſur d it wou'd prove agreeable. 


A 2 HISTORx 


? 
{ 
\ 


| 
: 


(4) 


H1sToRy has in all Ages been allowed to 
be ſo uſeful and inſtructive a Branch of Learn- 
ing, that to go about to prove either the Ne- 
ceſſity or Benefits of it, wou'd be a Taſk as 
needleſs as *twou'd be impertinent. Tis ſuffi- 
cient to obſerve, that it brings us to the Know- 
ledge of the Tranſactions of Ages paſt ; makes 
us as it were cotemporary with the great 
Men of Antiquity ; triumphs over the devour- 


ing Jaws of Time, and imparts to all it cele- 


brates a kind of Immortality. 


Bur as the Benefits which ariſe from Hi- 
ſtory in general are ſo great and obvious, ſo 


neither are thoſe which accrue from particular 
Branches of it leſs to be eſteem'd. For if 
a competent Knowledge of Univerſal Hi- 
ſtory, has always been thought a neceſſary 
Ingredient in the Character of a great Man, 
either in Church or State, much leſs can he 
be ſuppos d to be ignorant of what has paſs'd 
in the particular Science he makes Profeſ- 
ſion of. Thus a Politician is under a Ne- 
ceſſity of being acquainted with the Tranſ- 
actions 
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actions of former Ages, and the different Inte- 
reſts of the Nations round about him. A 
Lawyer of being well vers d in the ancient 
Acts, Rights and Records of his Country. A 
Divine of having a ſufficient Knowledge of 
Ecclſiaſtical; and a Phyjician of being well 
read in Medical Hiſtory. Nay, ſuch a Quali- 
fication may juſtly be affirm'd to be more eſpe- 
cially neceſſary in the Medical way, as the Diſ- 
coveries and Improvements of our Predeceſ- 
fors, are what we ought in our Practice to be 
chiefly regulated by. | 


IT will be readily granted, I preſume, that 


in all Arts and Sciences, we are more imme- 


diately concern'd about what has been tranſ= | 7 
acted in our own Nation. And it may with _ ® 
Juſtice be deem'd a very blameable, as well as 
partial Conduct, to be follicitous in our In- | þ 
quiries into the Lives and Writings of the au- 
thors of other Kingdoms, and negligent in re- i 


gard to ſuch as are of our own ExtraCtion. 


*T1s certain, that no Country under the Hea- l 
vens has ever produc'd a greater Number of ß 
e valuable 
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valuable Phyſical Writers than Britain; and 
yet no Kingdom in the World has been more 
remiſs in preſerving the Memory of them. 
An His Tory of this kind, is what has never 
yet been attempted by any Hand. The learn- 
ed Dr. Hamey indeed, in a Manuſcript of his 
own Hand-writing, has left us the Lives of 
above Fifty of them; and might perhaps, had 
he liv'd, have carry'd the Deſign much farther. 
Dr. Goodall, in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to the 
Preſident, Cenſors, and Fellows of the Royal 
College of Phyſicians, prefix d to his Hiſtorical 
Account of the College's Proceedings againſt Em- 
prricks and unlicensd Practitioners, has obli- 
ged us with ſome excellent Remarks relating 
to the Lives and Characters of a few more; 
and hints at a future H:/tory intended, of ſome 
of the worthy Members of that Honourable 
Body: but this H:/tory never appear d. The 
ingenious Dr. Guidot has likewiſe left us ſome 
Memoirs of the Lives of Seventeen which flou- 
riſh'd at Bath, from the Year 1 598, to 1670. 
And laſtly, the celebrated Dr. Friend in his 
Hiſtory of Phyjick from the Time of Galen to the 


Beginuing of the Sixteenth Century, has given 
us 


17 


us an Account of Four; GILBERTUSANx- 
GLicus, Jon N of GADDESDEN, GLAN- 
VYLLE and Ax DER ; (the two former Phy- 
/icians, and the two latter Surgeons) and juſt 
made mention of a fifth, Ac1pius de Foro, 
Vol. 2. Page 220. 


Tus is all, as far as I am at preſent able to 
recollect, that has been done upon this Subject; 
except the mention of a few more, contained in 
Dr. Douglaſs his Bibliagraphia Anatomice Spe- 
cimen. But what a ſmall Number of eminent 
Authors is this, GENTLEMEN, to what 
might be reckoned up? And what a few Szars 
are theſe, towards making up the Cox S TEIL 
LATION of the Britiſh Writers in Phy ſick ? 


Tur Annals and Archives of the Royal 
College of Phyſicians, without doubt do contain 
many memorable Things relating to the Lives 
and Characters of ſeveral of our illuſtrious Pre- 
deceſſors; but then theſe Annals were never 
publiſhed, nor any Account given of them, un- 
leſs it be here and there an Abſtract. What 
Bale, Leland, Pits, Mood, and other ſuch ge- 
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neral Biographers have done on this Head, is 
not here to be mentioned; as likewiſe what Ac- 
counts may be found ſcattered np. and down in 
our Hiſtorical Writers, as they are deſtitute of 
proper medical and critical Obſervations, and 
were not originally undertaken with any View 
of tranſmitting to Poſterity the Memory of 
Phyſical Writers in particular. | 


Tris Neglect, GENTLEMEN, is the 
more to be regretted, as there is no Part of Li- 
terature in which we cannot with Impartiality 
affirm, that many of our Profeflion have ex- 
celled. Some have been highly valued for their 
Knowledge in the /carned Languages; others for 
being general Scholars, polite Latiniſts, accurate 
Gractians, eloquent Orators, great Antiquaries, 
and deep Philoſophers. * We have had the Ho- 


nour of having in our Number, the moſt ce- 


lchyted Hiſtorians, Poets, Grammarians, Aſtro- 


nomers and Matbematicians. Some for the Im- 
provement of their Faculty in theTheoretich, Pra- 
&ick and AnatomicalParts, have been no leſs va- 
lued and eſteemed in other Countries, than 
their 
See GoodalPs Epiſt. Dedicatory. 
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their own; others by their matchleſs and moſt 
incomparable Works, have not only merited, 


but obtained, the Name of Immortal, Some 
have been admired and read in foreign Univer- 
ſities, as HiPPocCRATEsS and GALEN 
were of old; and others ſo much valued for 
their incomparable and fagacious Obſervations, 
that the Diſciples of foreign Profeſſors have 
been obliged to a diligent reading, and careful 
Practice of them. Emperors and Princes have 
courted ſome to attend their Courts; and fo- 
reign Univerſities have been ambitious of en- 
couraging others to aſcend their Chairs. And 
while we thus equal any Nation upon Earth 
in the Number and Value of our Phyjical 
Writers, Shall we ſuffer the Memory of them 


to be ſwallow'd up in Oblivion? Moſt other 


Countries have celebrated their great and fa- 
mous Men, particularly ſuch as excell'd in the 
Healing Art. The Greeks and Romans thought 
it not too much to erect STATVEs and TEM- 


PLES to the Honour of their Phyfictans; And 
thall we not have ſo much as ene Advocate, to 


B tranſ- 
See Gordall's Epiſt. Dedicatory. 
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tranſmit the Names of ours down to Poſteri- 


ty? Can it be to the Reputation of a People, 


to be ungrateful to ſuch as have deſery'd fo 
well of their Country ; to ſuch as have im- 
prov'd our Learning by theirs, as have facri- 
fic'd their own Eaſe and Quiet to eſtabliſh 
ours, and incurr'd Diſeaſes themſelves by in- 
ſtructing us how to avoid them? 


I AM not unapris'd of the Difficulties which 
muſt neceſſarily attend upon a Work of this 
Nature; eſpecially with Regard to diſtant 
Times. The Want of proper Memoirs and 
Records, together with the Deſtruction of the 
ancient Manuſcripts, on one hand; and the 
great Scarcity of many of our printed Phyſical 
Books, with the Trouble of collecting Dates, 
Facts, &c. on the other, cannot but render the 
Deſign, as it is of the greateſt Extent, ſo of 
the greateſt Difficulty too. But then, it is ob- 
vious to the meaneſt Capacity, that the longer 
a Work of this Kind is deferr'd, the more 
Difficulties it muſt certainly be accompanied 
with. | 


A THoO- 
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A THOROUGH Conviction of the Advan- 
tages which flow from a competent Knowledge 
of the Hiſtory of that Science one intends to 
make Profeſſion of, had induc'd me very early 
in Life, for my own private Uſe, to form the 
Plan of an UNIVERSAL HISTORY of PavY- 
SICK; including the Riſe, Fate and Progreſs 
of this noble Science; with an Account of 
the moſt famous Phyſicians, and Secs, that 
ever flouriſhed; their Birth-Places, Lives, 
Deaths, Ages, Writings and Characters; their 
different Tenets, and Improvements both in 
Theory and Practice; as likewiſe the Niſe, 
Fate and Progreſs of the ſeveral Branches of 
this Profeſſion, and the Diſcoveries which have 
been made in each, according to their exact 
Order of Time, together with the Hatry of 
every new Diſeaſe which has hitherto appear'd 
in the World: The whole being intended as 
a Scheme of the moſt conſiderable Things that 
have happen'd in this uſeful Art, and that 
among all Nations, ( as far as it cou'd be col- 
lected) whether ancient or modern, as Agypti- 
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( 12) 
ans, Greeks, Romans, Arabians, Chineſe, Bri- 
tains, Itahans, Germans, Dutch, French, &c. 


I canxoT indeed affirm, that I had in this 
Work, any more eſpecial Regard to the Britiſh 
Writers in Phyſick, than to thoſe of any other 
Country; as intending my Collection ſhould 
be Univerſal. Nor did I, at that Time, enter- 
tain any Deſign of publiſhing at all, much leſs 
of Printing a ſeparate Hiſtory of the Phyſical 
Writers of this Kingdom, What determin'd me 
ina particular Manner to this, and that very lately, 
was the Papers of the ingenious Myr. BECK ET, 
a noted Surgeon and Antiquarian, falling into 
my Hands. This Gentleman had been buſied 
for near 30 Years before his Death, in collect- 
ing Materials for ſuch a Purpoſe, and with 
that Aſſiduity, that in the laſt Lines he ever 


wrote, he declares he died a Martyr to the Im- 


frovement of the Hiſtory of Phyfick and Surge- 
ry. He had before obliged the World with 4 


Free and Impartial Enquiry into the Antiquity 


and Efficacy of Touching for the Cure of the 
King's Evil; as likewife with an Attempt to 


Pr OV 
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prove the Antiquity of the Venereal Diſeaſe, 
long before the Diſcovery of the We/# Indies, 
and ſome other Tracts; ( one publiſh'd fince 
his Death, upon Practical Surgery, being Re- 
marks upon the moſt extraordinary Cafes, 
Cures and Diſſeftions, made at St. Thomas's 
| Hoſpital, Southwark, has had the Honour of 
being preſented lately by Sir Hans SLoANE 

to the Royal Society) and was fo well known 

to the Curious for his great Skill in Britiſb 

Antiquittes, that it is much to be wiſh'd Pro- 

vidence had allotted him a longer Life. As 
it is, it appears he was ſnatch'd away in the 

midſt of his Collection, before he had brought 

his Papers to any tolerable Perfection. I ima- 

gin'd indeed, upon a curſory View, and know- 

ing he had been long engaged in this Deſign, 
they were much more compleat, than upon 

a ſtricter Search I find they really are. For 

beſides that near a third Part of them con- 

k fiſts of Duplicates, great Part of the reſt, 
which I preſum'd were Originals, I perceive to 
be tranſcrib'd from Bale, Leland, Goodall, 
Wed and others; except a few Abſtracts 
from Phy/ical and Chirurgical Authors, H OW 
- he 
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he might have improv'd, or added to this Col- 
lection, had Providence indulg d him a longer 
Space, we cannot tell, Doubtleſs he might 
have intended a noble Structure *; but by 
Death's preventing him, it is ſo far from being 
finiſh'd, that he has neither procur'd Materials 
enough, nor in his Papers ſo much as left us 
the Plan upon which he intended it ſhould 
have been erected: which Papers I deſign after 
the Publication of this Hiſtory, (that I may 
not be thought to have repreſented the Matter 
in too partial a Light, and as well in Juſtice to 
myſelf as him, as the Work will be begun 
afreſh) to depoſite in the Bodlezan Library. 


Trovucn this Collection, GENTLEMEN, be 
not like to yield the Aſſiſtance one could have 
wiſh' d, yet, as I have embark d in the Deſign, 


I am 


* Hiw far the Expefation of the learned World was 


rais'd in Regard to the Excellency of this Performance of 
Mr. Beckett's, is evident from the following Character of 
him by DR. DouGLass. Anglorum induſtriam, qui huic 
operi manus admovere, lubentius prædicaſſem, fed eorum 


meritis & exiſtimationi melius conſulere videbor, cum. 


hanc provinciam amiciſſimo viro Gulielmo Beckett tractan- 


dam reliquero, quem in ſeriptis eorum undique conquirendis 


indefeſſam diligentiam, in laudibus recolendis par ingenium, 
ſcio adhibiturum. Bzbliograph, Anatom. Spec. in Præfatione. 
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I am determin'd not to deſiſt; eſpecially as it is 
an Undertaking ſo much to the Honour of my 
Country; one that I find will prove acceptable 
to ſome of the Cheif of the Faculty, and which 
there is Reaſon to believe, al would be glad to 
ſee accompliſ d. The abovemention'd Mate- 
rials will ſerve us in the ſame Stead they wou'd 


their original Collector; and, with what I had 


before got together upon the ſame Subject, will, 
I hope, prove no contemptible Foundation 
whereon to begin to erect this uſeful Work. 


Bur as I am ambitious of carrying it to a 


greater Pitch of Perfection, than from any 


private Collection can be expected; I find my 
ſelf under a Neceſſity of publiſhing this, to 
ſolicite your Concurrence to ſo uſeful and lau- 
dable an Undertaking. An Undertaking which 
for the vaſt Extent and Variety of it, is more 
proportionable to the Labours of a Society than 
a ſingle Perſon! Nor need I doubt, but that 
an Attempt to perpetuate the Memory of ſo 
many illuſtrious Authors of our own Nation, 


will be receiv'd; by all proper Judges, as it 


ought, with Humanity and Candbr. 
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Tux celebrated Dr. Plot, in his admirable 
Hiſtories of Oxford and Stafford-Shire; Mr. 
Wood, in his Athenæ Oxonienſes, and many more 
of our beſt Writers, have thought it no Dimi- 
nution of their Characters, to be aſſiſted by 
Correſpondence and Communication of others. 
The Ephemerides Germanice, Journal des Spa- 
vans, Atta Eruditorum, Acta Medica Beroli- 
nenſia, Acta Literaria Suecie, Acta Wratiſla- 
vienſia, Atta Petropolitana, Commercium Lite- 
rarium Norimbergenſe, Medicorum Sileſiacorum 


Satyræ, the Me — and Obſervations 
to 


me no more, our own 
Philoſophical Tranſactions, are nothing but the 
united Labours of great and publick-ſpirited 
Men, for the Advancement and Propagation 
of Knowledge. In ſhort, I ſhall never think 
it any Diſgrace to conſult my Country's Repu- 
tation, where the Means are honeſt; eſpecially 
in a Work of this Nature, where there is no 
room for Invention, whatever there may be for 
Ornament and Decoration. 5 


Bur 


417 


Bur the great Extent and Variety of this 
Deſign, and the Neceſſity of ſeeking Materials 
from every Quarter, will better appear from 
the following Heads of Enquiry ; which, 
tho' intended at firſt to be communicated only 
to ſome particular Friends, are now for the 
greater Benefit of the Work, made publick to 
all : that every Gentleman who ſhall pleaſe to 
think favourably of it, may ſupply us with 
ſuch particular Subjects as his Inclination, Ge- 


mus, Opportunity, or Courſe of Study ſhall di- 
rect him. 


HEADS of ENQUIRY for an Attempt 
or Eſſay towards an HISTORY of 
PaysI1CK and SURGERY, in GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Or the Druids and Bards, and the ancient 
State of Learning, but particularly of the An- 


trquity of the Practice of Phyſick and Surgery, 
_ 21 Britain, 
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Or JosINA Ring f Scotland, who lid 
above 100 Nears before our bleſſed Saviour, 
and is faid to have been well feild in the Nature 
of Scotch Plants, and their Uſe in Phyfick and 
Surgery. Whether there are any Remains of 
the Book he is reported to pave written De Her- 
barum viribus. 


Or the State of Phyſick and Surgery in Bri- 
tain, under the ROMANS. 


Or 7he Herbal hich ScRIBONIUs LARGUS 
i ſaid to have compos'd concerning the Britiſh 
Plants, hen attending upon the Emperor Clau- 
dius ini Expedition to Britany; and whether 
any Account can at this Diſtance of Time be 


given of it. 


Oe 7he State of Phyſick and Surgery in Bri- 
tain, under the SAXoNs, DANEs and No R- 
MANS. 


* Or MavcanTivs chief Phyſician to King 
Vortiger, who flouriſh'd about the Year of Chriſt 


470, when that King was much diftreſs'd by the 
invading Anglo-Saxons, 


OF 


(619 


4 


Or the renowned King ALFRED's Book, fon 
Ariſtotle De Plantis. 


* Op CIxNxTRID, @ Phyſician mention'd by 
Venerable Bede. 


* OF ERNULPHUs, another eminent Phyyſi— 
cian in the Time of Nigellus IId Biſhop of E- 
ly. 


Or the State of Phyſick and Surgery in the 
Hands of the MON KS and FRIARS. 


Or the Roman Council aſſembled by Pope 
Innocent he IId in 1139, probibiting the Cler- 
gy from medling with Phyjich. 


Or the Decrce of the Council of Tours, un- 
der Pope Alexander Zhe IIId z 1163, forbid- 
ding Religious Perſons from going out of their 
Cloiſters to hear Lectures in Phylick ; and aò— 
folutely prohibiting all Deacons, Sub-Deacons 
or Prieſts, from exerciſing any Part of Chirur- 
gery in which Cauteries and Incifions were re- 


quired, 


C 2 *Op 
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* Or FABRICIVUSs, or FARIcivs, a noted 
Phyſician who died in 1117. 
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* OF ATHELARDUs BADUNENSIS, 4/9 
travel d thro Arabia and Egypt in Queſt of Phy- 
ical Knowledge. Whether his Book of Problems 
which Leland /aw in the Dominican's Library 


in London be any where extant, or any Ac- 
count can be given of it. 


* Or HINRY of HUNTINGTON, @ Phy- 
cian who liv'd in the Reigns of King Stephen, 
and King Henry the IId. 


* Or Joun GILESs, a Native of St. Albans, 
who was made Profeſſor of Phyjick at Paris and 
Montpelier, and Phyſician to King Philip of 
France. Whether his Treatiſes De Re Medici 
& Prognoſticis, are yet in Being, or any Ac- 
count can be given of them. 


* Or NicHoLas FERENHAM who ſtudied at 
Oxford, Paris and Bologna. 


* OF RICHAR DUS ANGLICUs, in great Fa- 
vour with King Henry the IIId. of the Record 
by which that King order'd a Sum of Money 
to be paid him out of the Publick Treaſury, in 


1247: 


( 21 ) 


1247. Whether his Books De Febribus and 
ignis Prognoſticis; as /ikewiſe his Speculum 
Alchymiz, and Treatiſe of Urines, mention d 
by ſeveral Writers, are yet in being. 


Or GiLBERTUS ANGLICUsS, Cotemporary 


avith the former; a Favourite likewiſe of King 


Henry the III, 


* OF ALPHREDUS ANGLICUs, mention'd 


with great Reſpect by Roger Bacon, Boſton / 


Bury, Leland and others. Whether his Books 
De Motu Cordis, In Ariſtotelem De Vegetabi- 
libus, In Meteora ejuſdem, & De Rerum Na- 
turis, as Iiketoiſe the Commentaries he is report- 
ed to have written upon the Works of fame anci- 


ent Philoſophers, are yet in being. 


Or HucGn px Evxsn Au, @ noted Phy- 


fician who was invited by Letters from Pope 
Martin the IVch 20 Rome, in order to ſolve ſome 
Queſtions in Phyſick then newly ſtarted. Whe- 
ther that Pope's Letter, or any of Hugh's 
Phyſical Works, are yet remaining. 


Or GuLitLmus Mepicus, or as he is 
ſometimes fliled, Gur1izLMmus AnGLicus, 4A 
Book of his De Urina non viſt, is at this Time 
aid to be in fome of our publick Libraries. The 


Time 
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Time in which he flouriſhed is ſomewhat doubt- 
ful. 


* Or RO TR FRANE s, @ noted Chirurgical 
Writer mention d by ARDERN. 


* Or Jon x EsTwope, alias ASHENTON, 
often mention d by Picus Mirandulanus. Whether 
his Summa Anglicana, in which was one Chap- 
er entituled Regimen contra Peſtilentiam, and 
another De Prognoſticis Aeris, be yet in being. 


* Or WILLIAM GRISAUNT, educated at 
Merton College in Oxford. Whether his Books 


De Motu Capitis and De Judicio Patientis, 
mention'd by Boſton of Bury, are yet in being, 
or any Account can be given of them. 


N. B. I ſuſpe&t this William Griſaunt, to 
be the fame wit.1 Gulielmus Medicus above- 
mention d; eſpecially as their Characters have 
a near Affinity each to the other, as they are 
both reported to have written on the ſame Sub- 
jet, De Urind non viſa, and as it was no un- 
cuſtomary Thing in thoſe early Times to call 
Authors only by their Chriſtian Name : As 


appears from the Inſtances of Athelardus Ba- 
dunenſis, 
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dunenſis, Richardus, Gilbertus and Alphredu ; 
Anglicus, above taken notice of, 


Or Mc1p1us DE Fotxo, mention'd by Le- 
land, Pits and others. Whether his Treatiſes 
De Vegetabilibus & Plantis, & Contra Flagel- 
latores, are yet in being. The former of theſe 


was in the Library of Queen's College in Ox- 
ford. 


Or BARTHOLOMEY GLANVYLE, frequent- 
ly mention'd by Gaddeſden, who fludied at Ox- 
ford, Paris and Rome, and was Author of the 
famous Book De Proprietatibus Rerum. 


THERE was another BARTHOLOMEx 
about this Time, who wrote the Breviary 
of Practice; a Manuſeript of which is now 
in the Harleyan Library. 


Or Joun DE GADDESDEN, ond the Letter 
which King Edward the III is faid to have 
written to the Pope, in Favour of him. 


Or JohN ARDEN, or ARDERN, @ famors 
Surgeon who attended King Edward the IIId, 
and his Son, the Black Prince, at the memora- 
ble Battle of Creſly 7 in France; when the Prince 
10k 
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took from the Old King of Bohemia his Arms, be- 
ing three Oſtrich-Feathers, wh:ch have ever ſince 
been born by the ſucceeding Princes of Wales. He 
was Author of ſeveral Treatiſes, particularly one 
De Curi Oculorum. The beſt and moſt valua- 
ble Copy of his largeſt Work, is now in the Poſ- 

ſeſſion of the learned Dr. Mx. ap. 


* Or WILLIAM DE HoLME, an eminent Sur- 
geon highly reſpected by King Edward the III, 
and afterwards by King Richard the IId. V. * 
ther this be the ſame William de Holme, who 
compil'd a Tract De Simplicibus Medicamentis; 

and whether that Tract be yet in being. 


* OF SIMON BREODUN, à celebrated Scho- 
lar of Merton College in Oxford, and after- 
dards a very noted Phyſician. His accurate 
Commentaries upon Ptolemy's Almagelt are ſtill 
to be met with ſomewhere in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge. The Time in which he flouriſh'd is 


undetermin'd. 


* Or Henzy DANIEL, a noted Phyſician 


about the Year 1379, under the Reign of King 
Richard the IId. 


* Or RICHARD Kenner, famous for his 
Skull in Phyſick and Botany af Oxford, in 
1390 .-- 
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1390. whether the Book he is reported to have 
zritten De Virtutibus Aquarum, be vet in being. 


I HAVE been more than ordinary ſolicitous, 
as the Reader may obſerve, in my Inquiries 
concerning the moſt ancient Writers, the Ac- 
counts of ſuch being collected with the greateſt 
Difficulty. And it is remarkable, that of all 
thoſe mark'd with a Star, to the Number of 
Nineteen, not one is mention'd by the cclebra- 
ted DR. FRIEND in his Account of the early 
Britiſb Writers in Phy/ick ; tho many of them, 
as we ſhall prove, were great and eminent Men. 
Nor do I doubt but that others may yet 

occur to the Curious, in Gz/aas, Venerable Bede, 
Ingulphus, Hovedon, Paris, Froiſſart, Leland, 
Bale, Pits, Fuller, Hollingſhed, Baker, Camb- 
den, Hall, Harding, Stow and the reit of our 
ancient Britiſh Memorialiſis. | 


Or the Suppreſſion of Abbeys, and the Los 
which Phyſick and Surgery among other Sciences 
Juſtain'd thereby, on account of the Deſtruftion 
of an infinite Number of Manuſcripts. 
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Or 7hyJe Phyſical and Chirurgical Manu— 


ſcripts yet remaining, which ſurviv'd this barba- 
rous Devaſtation. 


OF the Lives, Writings and Characters of our 
moſt noted ancient Chemiſts, Alchemiſts and Ro- 
ſacruſians; as RoBERTUS PERSCRUTATOR, 
ARTURIUSANGLICUSs, RoGER BAcON, 
DasTiN, CREMER, LuLLY, KYMER, RiP- 
LEY, DAULTON, Sc. Of the State and Pra— 
ice of Chemiſtry and Alchemy in theje carly 
Days; and briefly of the Philoſopher's Stone, 
the Univerſal Medicine, and the Arguments for 


and againſt the Poſſibility of the Tranſinutation 
of Metals. 


Or the Report of Raymond LUuLLY's ma- 
king Gold in the Tower of London FF the Uſe 
of King Edward the III. 


Or Ve Subtleties made 1/e of by thoſe crafty 
P, eclors, to decerve the Credulous. Of King 
Henry Ve IVih's being cheated by them; his Ac 
„ Parliament forbidding them to uſe the Art of 
Multiplying Gold or Silver, under Pain of Felo- 
ny, and of their Fincouragement afterwards by 


Patents and Commiſſions from King Henry the 
VI. 


OF 
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Or the Lives, Writings and Characters of 
' our moſt eminent latter Alchemiſts and Roſacru- 
ſians, to the total Diſcredit of that Art in Eng- 
land; as BIRD Prior of Bath, CHARNOCK, 
KrLLV, Der, Hevpon, THoRNBOROUGH, 
&c. and whether the Letters which Queen Eli- 
zabeth zs ſaid to have written to invite DEE 
back again into England, are yet in Being. 


Or the Regulations and Proviſions made for 
the Security of the Practice of Phy ſick and Sur- 
gery, from the Time of King Henry the VIch. to 
the Foundation of the Royal College of Phyſici- | 
ans in London. Namely, the Act or Decree of 
Henry the VIch, the Act of the third of Henry 
the VIIIch, for ſuch Practitioners as were not 
Graduates 20 be licensd by the Biſhop of London, 
or Dean of St. Paul's; and the Act made in the 
fifth of Henry the VIIIh, exempting Surgeons 
from bearing Arms, ſerving of Conſtables, and 
being concern'd in Watches, Inqueſts and Juries. 


O F the Foundation of the Royal College of 
Phyſicians in London, in 1519. the tenth of 
King Henry the VIII h, with their Act and 
Charter, and the Lives, Writings aud Charatters 
of thoſe eminent Phyſicians which were mention'd 
5 7 
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ju it; as CHAMBRE, LINACRE, FERDINAN- | 


DUS DE VICTORIA, HALSEWELL, FRANCEs 
and Y AXLEY. 


Or the other Acts, Liberties, Powers, Char- 
ters and Privileges granted by the fucceſſive Kings 


and Queens of England to this Illuftrious Bo- 


Or the Incorporation of the Surgeons rf 
London 712 1541, the 32d of King Henry the 
VIIIch; with the Lives, Writings and Chara- 
eters of the principal Surgeons who were preſent 
at the King's Delivery of their Charter, as 


MovuNFoRD, AYLIFE, ALCOCK, VICARY and 
FERRIS. 


Or the $ UT TeONS yearly Grant of four Bodies 


of executed Malefattors for Diſſection, contain d 
'n the ſame Act. 


Or the Statute which paſs d in Favour of the 
College of Phyſicians, in the Time of Queen: 
Mary the I*t, and the Difference which aroſe be- 
/rween the College and the Univerſity of Oxford, 
1 that Reign, concerning the Univerſity's grant- 


ng a Degree to one whom the College had thought 
tit to reject, | 


Or 


LET 
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Or eſtabliſbing the Anatomical and Chirur- 
gical Lectures in Surgeon's-Hall ; of the Read- 
ers of thoſe Lectures, and the Books which were 


firſt written t0 affiſt the young Students in the 
Study of thoſe Arts. 


Or Queen Elizabeth's annual Grant for A- 
natomies 7o the Royal College of Phyſicians. 


Or the Controverſy between the Phyſicians 
and Surgeons in 1571, concerning the Surgeons 
adminiſtring internal Medicines, 


Or the Foundation of the Chirurgical Lecture 
in the Royal College of Phyſicians, in 1682. 


Or the Diſcovery of the Circulation of the 
Blood by DR. Hakver ; of the Oppoſition it 
firſt met with, the Controverſies which were 

then on foot in relation to it, and whether or no 
it was known to the Ancients. 


Or the Foundation of the Harveyan Anniver- 
ſary Oration, and the Gentlemen who have ſpoken 
it from that Time to this. 


Or the Aſeciation of Ds. NeEDHam and 
others, in the Reign of King Charles the IId, in 
order 
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order to eftabliſh a Society of Chemical Phyſi- 
cians, in oppoſition to the Foundation of King 
Henry the VIII ; with the Succeſs of that At- 


tempt, and an Account of the Controverſy rela- 
ting to it. 


Or the Foundation of the Goulſtonian Pa- 


thological and Anatomical Lecture in the Royal 
College of Phyſicians. 


Or 7he Inſtitution of the RovAL SOCIETY, 
and the moſt eminent Phyſical and Chirurgical 
Writers which have flouriſh'd from that Time 10 
this, 


TH vs far concerning ſuch Heads of Enqui- 
ry as relate to the Work in general. Let us 
now proceed to ſuch particular and miſcella- 
neous Articles as cou'd not well be mention'd 


before, but which ſhall be inſerted in their 
proper place. And firſt, 


Or the Antiquity and pretended Efficacy of 


Stroaking and Touching for the Cure 55 the 


King's Evil, 


or 


4 


Or the Antiquity of Cramp Rings, and their 
Method of Conſecration, 


Or the Foundations of the ſeveral Lectures 


and Profeſſorſhips in Phyſick, % the tao Uni- 
verſities of Oxford and Cambridge. 


Or the Foundation of the Phyſick-Lecture i 
Greſham College. 


Or the Foundation of the ſeveral Hoſpitals in 
London for the Relief of the poor Lunatick, Sick 
and Lame; as BETHLEHEM, ST. BARTHOLo- 
MEW's, ST. THOMAS's, KINGSLAND, Ye Lock, 
the INFIRMARY, Guy's and Sr. GrEoRGEF's. 


Or the Plague in 1349, 1602 ond 1665 
with the Medicines, Methods and Controver- 


ſies moſt remarkable 1 in each. 


Ox the Aſtrological State of Phyſick in 
Britain ; ; and the Abuſe of mingling Aſtrology 


with this Science. 


Or the firſt — of the Scurvy in 


Britain. 


Or the Antiquity and Nature of the Bath- 
Waters, and when firſt ral, us'd, 


Or 
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OF the Antiquity of the other Spaus and Me- 
dicinal Waters in England, and by whom fir/t 
diſcover'd; as MALTON, KNAESBOROUGH, the 
QukEN's-WELILSs, ILMINGTON, TUNBRIDGE, 
SCARBOROUGH, OYLEY-WELL, LATHAM, 
DurRHAaM, BRISTOL, CasTLE CARY, DuL- 
WIC, NEWMAN REGIS, As TROP, BuxToxn, 
Sc. Of their conſtituent Principles, Natures, 
Virtues and Uſes; of the Authors who have 
written of them, and the Controverſies relating 
to them. 


Or Chemiſtry z7s firſt Introduction among 


us; the Uſe and Abuſe of Chemical Medicines, 


and the Controverſies relating to them ; with the 


Advantages and Diſadvantages that have accru- 
ed to Phyſick from the Uſe of Chemical Methods 
of Reaſoning. 


Or the Sweating-Sicknels, fir/t in 1483, then 
in 1485, 1506, 1517, 1528 and laſtly in 1551. 


Or the firſt Mention of the Small Pox in Bri- 
tain z whether or no known to the Ancients ; 
with the different Regimens in Uſe for curing of 
. : 


OF Inoculation zts Antiquity, Riſe and In- 


troduction among us, with the Controverſy rela- 
| ting 
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ting to it, and whether or no it be a Prevention 


from being infected the natural Way. 


Or the Venereal Diſeaſe whether or no known 
to the Ancients, and by whom fir/t mention'd in 
England. Of the different Methods in Uſe for 
curing of it ; whether Sweating with the Woods 
be ſufficient without the Help of Mercurial Medi- 


cines; but particularly of the Diſputes relating 
to Salivation, and whether Salivation by internal 
Means, or by Unction and Fumigation, be beſt. 


Or a Gonorrhœa its Seat, and when it firſt 
appear d; with the Advantages and Diſadvant- 
ages Injections in curing of it, 


Ox Quickſilver when firſt usd in England. 


Or the Rickets when firſt known among us, 
with the Authors who firſt wrote of them. 


Or Aurum Potabile, ad the Controverſy re- 
lating to it, 


Or Hops, Beer, Tobacco, Coffee, Tea, Cho- 


colate, &c, when, and by whom firſt introduc'd 
among us; their Uſe and Abuſe, and the various 
Controverſies relating ts them. 


E Op 
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Or the Introduction of the Bark, with the Op- 
poſition it firſt met with in England, and the 


Controverſies relating 10 it. 
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Or the Transfuſion of Blood from one Ani- 
mal to another, with the Advantages and Diſad- 
vantages of it. 
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Or e Uſe of Mechanical and Mathematical 
ſ Reaſonings in Phyſick. 


WHETHER any of the Manuſcripts of Ni- 


) cnoLas HoSTERSHAM, beſides his Antidotary, 
are yet in being. 
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WHETHER DR. JonN KENT's Works, who 
flourtſh'd about the Year 1482, which were once 
in the Univer/ity of Cambridge, are yet in being. 


GY 


WHETHER DR. BoNHAM's, or DR. PEN 


NY's Manuſcripts (an eminent Phyfician and 
Naturaliſt ) are yet in being. 


WHETHER the Quarto Manuſcript of Ds. 
WALTER BAILEY, (Phy/ictan to Queen Eliza- 


| beth ) formerly in the Library of Robert Earl 
of Alesbury, be yet in being. 


Wur- 


1 


WHETHER DR. CN NIN OH AM's Commen- 
taries on HIP. De Aere, Aquis & Locis, with 
any of the other Manuſcripts he left behind him, 


are yet in being. 


WHETHER auy of the Manuſcripts of Ds. 
CHRISTOPHER BENNET, Author of the Thea- 
tri Tabidorum Veſtibulum, i he is ſaid to 
have left behind him fit for the Preſs, are yet in 
being. 


WHETHER any of the Manuſcripts of 


DR. GopDaRD, which conſiſted of Lectures read 
in the Theatre at Surgeon's-Hall, and other 
Subjects fit for the Preſs, are yet in being. 


— WHETHER any of the Manuſcripts of 
DR. David RuESE, 4 noted Phyſician about 
the Cigſe of the 16th Century, are yet in being. 


WueTHER the Manuſcript of DR. BLE WIT, 
an eminent Phyſician and Aſtronomer of Merton 


College in Oxford, De Evitandi Peſte, be yet in 
being. 


WHETHER Te Tra# of DR. MarLIT'sC 


Travels, formerly in the Poſſeſſion of Dr. Gui- 
E 2 dot, 
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dot“, in an elegant Latin Stile, (as likewiſe his 
Latin Fp:/tles to Sir Alexander Frazier, Dr. 
Bate, Dr. Meara and others) be yet in being. 


WurTHER The Book in Chirurgery com- 
pild by MokrsTEAD, Surgeon to King Henry 
the IVch, Vith and VIth, be yet in being. 


WHETHER Ve Chirurgical Manuſcript / 
CHARLEs WHYTE, an eminent Surgeon, in- 


tended by him to be preſented to Harry the VIII'h, 
| be yet in being. 


WuHrTHER the Chirurgical Manuſcript / 
Joun DacvyLE, an eminent Surgeon à little 
before the Cloſs of the 15% Century, be yet in 


being. 


Or the Controverſy which the celebrated DR. 
MavyrRNE had with tbe College of Phyſicians 
at Paris, relating to the Uſe of Chemical Me- 


dicines. 


Or the Report of his poiſoning Henry Prince 
of Wales, and the Certificate publiſh'd by King 
James 7he 1*t, in order to clear him from that 
malicious Aſperſion, 


Or 
* See his Lives of the Bath Phyſicians, 
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Or the Proſecution commenc'd againſt DR. 


GROENVELT, concerning the internal Uſe of 
Cantharides. 


Or the Acid and Alcaly Scheme, with the 
Controverſies relating to it. 


Or the firſt Books in Phyſick, Anatomy, 
Surgery, Botany, Chemiſtry, Pharmacy, &c. 
that were publiſh'd in Britain. | 


OF the Inventors and Improvers of the ſeve- 
veral Inſtruments and Operations of Chirurgery, 
in Britain; but particularly of the various Me- 
thods of performing Lithotomy, when and by 
whom firſt introduc d among us. | 


Or MR. Young's Method of Amputation, 1 
and curing of Stumps. 0 


Or his Diſcovery of hot Oleum TerebinthiL̃õ 
nag Hopping Effuſions of Blood, and Weepings of Þ 

_ the Nerves and Lymphatick-Veſlels ; and of the 1 
Controverſy relating to it. [ 


Or the Poſſibility or Iimpoſſibility of curing 
Wounds gf the Brain, 


Or 
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Or the firſt erecting of Diſpenſarys, and the 


Controverſies re/ating to them. 


Or the Method of Purging in the Secondary 
Fever of the Small Pox, and the Controverſy rc- 
lating to it. | 


; OF the Plague Controverſy in 1721. 
Or the Quickſilver Controverſy iu 1734. 


Or the Poſſibility or Impoſſibility of diſſolving 
the Stone in the Bladder, 


A COMPARISON between the Ancient and 
Modern State of Anatomy, Phyſick, Surgery, 
Botany, Pharmacy, Chemiſtry, &c. in Britain. 
In a word, any Memoirs, Paſſages or Obſervati- 
ons of Note relating to our moſt eminent Britiſb 
Phyſical and Chirurgical Authors; their Birth- 
Places, Perſons, Lives, Deaths, Writings, Dis- 
coveries, Improvements, Controverſies, Cha- 
racters and Benefactions for the Advancement ** 


theſe Profeſſions; the firſt Appearance of any 
new Diſeaſe ; the Introduction of any foreig!! 
Simple, Drug or Compound Medicine, In- 
provements in Theory or Practice, Pathology, 
Animal OEconomy, Natural Hiſtory, Mid- 
Wifery, 


P os 
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wifery, or any Thing relating to the Illuſtration 


of the HisToRy of Phyſick and Surgery in 


this Nation, taken in its greateſt Latitude. 


N. B. The following are Authors of whom 
T have as yet few or no Memoirs at all, either 
in Mr. Beckett's Collection or my own ; namely, 
DRS. BRapy, PAMAN, Goopalrl, Mus- 
GRAVE, PAXTON, PECHEY, FLoytER, Ha- 
MILTON, SHORT, WHITE, ( Author of the 
Book De recti Sanguinis Miſſione) SLARr, 
TrursSTON, CaRR, PITT, RiDpLEy, Gvui- 
poTT, PEIRCE, GIBSON, BEAL, BLAckMokr, 
WarnwRIGHT, WELSTED, WooDwaARD, 
Quincy, RuTTY, FULLER, ARBUTHNOT, 
CLIFTON, COCKBURN and others. 


Tuo' this, GENTLEMEN, be but a very im- 
perfect Sketch of the Articles which will be 
contain'd in the preſent Work; (it being de- 
ſign'd to include the Particulars of the Lives, 
Deaths, Writings, Diſcoveries, Characters, &c. 
of ſome HunprED eminent Authors) yet even 
from hence I preſume, it will be ſufficiently 


evident, that there is Employment enough for 


more Hands than one, without any Fear of ex- 
hauſting the Subject. The /ronge/t Shoulder 
perhaps 
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perhaps may /ingly prove too weak to ſupport 
ſo weighty Undertaking, which yet may eaſi- 
ly be born by the united Strength of others : 
As what will cruſh ze Pillar, may with Eaſe 
be ſuſtain'd by many. As we have, ſcatter'd up 
and down, a great Variety of Materials rela- 
ting to the preſent Purpoſe, let us not be neg- 
ligent in collecting of them; that from thence 
may be erected a TEMPLE of HoNnouR, to the 
immortal Memory of our Britiſb Py vysical. 


WoRTHIES. 


1 IT cannot but be eſteem'd a peculiar 
Happineſs attending this Deſign, that there is 
ſcarce any Order of learned Men in the King- 
dom, but what may contribute towards it. 
The Divine, by communicating an Account 
of Births and Deaths from Pariſh-Regiſters, 
and favouring us with Epitaphs and Mon men- 
tal-Inſeriptions. The Lawyer, by obliging us 
with ſuch Ac7s of Parlianient, Rolls, Records, 
Grants, Decrees, Patents, Orders and Com- 
Miſſions, as may concern the Profeſſions of 
Phy/ick and Surgery, The Civilian, by favour- 
| ing us with ſuch Bengfactiůons and Endowments 
8 = =. olating 
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relating to them, as may occur in Ve; to- 
gether with the Time of the proving of them: 
(for tho it be true, that every Will is not prov'd 
immediately upon the Deceaſe of the Perſon 
who made it, and ſome probably not for ſeveral 
Years, yet the Generality are; and indeed let 
them be prov'd when they will, this muſt un- 
avoidably follow, that the Party cannot have 
flouriſh'd later than the Time in which his Il 
was prov'd, which will in doubtful Caſes at 
leaſt, help to reduce the Chronology to a great- 
er Degree of Certainty, than might otherwiſe 
have been obtain'd.) The Aſſiſtance again which 
Phyjical and Chirurgical Gentlemen may give, as 
likewiſe the Antiquarian, Chronologer and En- 
gliſb-Hiſtorian, is ſo very obvious, that but to 
mention it will be ſufficient. Nay even the 
Nobleman and Man of Fortune, (whom in 
Point of Manners I ought to have mention'd 
firſt) may lend their aiding Hand, by honour- 
ing us with ſuch Hints and Paſſages relating to 
this Deſign, as may occur in Books and Ma- 
nuſcripts above the reach of every private Per- 
fon. An Expectation indeed of Aſſiſtance 
from Perſons of their exalted Rank, in a Learn- 
F ed 


642) 


ed Work, might in any other Country paſs for 
a Panegyrick, but not in this; where we have 
many whoſe Capacity and Learning are as 
great, as their Fortunes are magnificent, 


NUMBERS of ingenious Gentlemen are ob- 
ſerv'd, thro' a too ſcrupulous Modeſty, to 
want Will to commence Authors themſelves, 
(the ill-natur'd and ungrateful Cenſures of the 
World, /ike bleak Winds, as his Grace the 
Du k E of Buck1NGHAM beautifully obſerves, 
ever blaſting all our hopeful Bloſſoms, and hinder- 
ing the modeſteſt and beſt Wits from writing ) 
whilſt others, poſleſs'd of Inchnation enough, 
have not Leiſuure to write up to the Size of a 
Volume, who yet would be glad to communi- 
cate their Thoughts to the World, in a ſhorter 
compaſs. Here both Sorts will have an Op- 
portunity of gratifying themſelves, as well as 
ſerving the Publick. The former, by publiſh- 
ing their Opinions under the Sanction of ano- 

| ther's Name; and the latter, by diſtinguiſhing 
| themſelves upon any particular Subject or Au- 
| thor, in as ſhort a Method as they ſhall judge 


convenient, 


B- 
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Bes1DES the Particulars already mention'd, 
my Correſpondents may pleaſe to communi- 
cate to me an Account of what foreign Au- 
thors may chance to occur to them in their 
Reading, which criticiſe upon any of our Bri- 
tiſh Phyjical or Chirurgical Writers; and I muſt 
particularly beg, that the ſtricteſt Regard may 
be had to the Vindication of ſuch Diſcoveries 
as any of them have a juſt Pretenſion to: 
Eſpecially as Foreigners have frequently laid 
claim to the Honour of them. 


Bou r in a more eſpecial Manner muſt I in- 
treat the ready Communication of Phyjical 
and Chirurgical Manuſcripts, particularly ſuch 
as are of ancient Date; without which it will 
be impoſſible to give any tolerable Account of 
the State of Phy/ick and Surgery in thoſe early 
Times. Every ſuch Manuſcript, like a Ray 
of Light, will help to guide us thro' the dark 
Mwiſts of Antiquity; and is therefore the more 
requiſite, as ſearching after Truth and Knows- 


ledge in thoſe early. Ages, for want of proper 


Records, is like wandering in a Labyrinth, 
EY: wWith- 


4 


the Poſſeſſor, than whilſt it is current, fo nei- 


that was made of Manuſcripts, at the Time 
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without a Cue to conduct us thro the Mazes of 
it. The Backwardneſs which ſome Gentle— 
men have ſhewn in this Reſpect is much to be 
lamented, eſpecially as we may thereby not 
only be depriv d of the Benefit of them during 
their Lives, but afterwards too, by their fal- 
ling into ſuch Hands as may not be acquaint 
ed with the Value of them; and by which 
Means, it is to be fear'd, many important Diſ- 
coveries have been quite loſt to the World. 


A ManuscR1PT lock'd up from the In- 
ſpection of ſuch as would make a due Uſe of 
it, is like a Tewel ſeal'd up in its Cafe, or a 
Treaſure buried in the Earth; which, as it is 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, no longer of Advantage to 


ther is a Manuſcript any longer of Uſe to the 
World, than whilſt its Contents are divulged 
for the Publick Good. 


Wr read in Bak of the dreadful Havock 


of the Suppreſſion of Abbeys; that ſome were 


us'd to clean Boots, and others put to the yet 
more 
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more ignoble Uſe of the Fakes. And I have 
lately had an Account communicated to me 
from an ingenious Phyſician at Glaſgow in Scot- 
land, of one of the moſt extraordinary Caſes 
Jever met with, that was contain'd in a Manu- 


ſcript which wrapp'd up a Penny-worth of Snuff. 


The Libraries of our Forefathers were ſtor d | 


with many excellent Manuſcripts, which we 
find have periſh'd; and who knows what may 
be the Fate of ours? For we have not only to 
deal in this Caſe with the devouring Jaws of 
Time, but many other Caſualties, as War, Su- 
perſtition, Careleſneſs, Ignorance, Fire, c. fre- 
quently deprive us of a great Number of valuable 
Records in theſe, as well as in other Sczences. 
To prevent which irreparable Loſs for the fu- 
ture, I conceive no Method can be more 
conducive, than to give Accounts or Abſtrafts 
of ſuch as yet remain among us; by which 
means, as the Copies will be diſtributed into 
many Hands, the rotal Suppreſſion of the Con- 
tents of ſuch Manuſcripts, will be render'd leſs 
liable to happen for the time to come. 


WHAT 
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WHAT is here faid of Manuſcripts, is 
equally applicable to Books likewiſe; Numbers 
of which have been already loſt, by being out 
of Print, and many more muſt undoubtedly. 
meet with the ſame Fate, if not timely pre- 
vented by ſome ſuch Precaution as this taken 
to perpetuate the Memory of them. 


FRO M their well known Humanity, Candor 
and Learning, I cannot but flatter myſelf with 
hopes of great Aſſiſtance from the Gentlemen of 
our UNIVERSITIES; eſpecially as they have had 
the Honour of producing moſt of the celebra- 
ted Writers that will be here mention'd. And 
it were much to be wiſh'd, for the publick 
Good, that the MASTERS of ſuch CoLLEOES 
as are poſſeſs d of any curious Phyſical or Chi- 
rurgical Manuſcripts, as likewiſe of any ſcarce 
Books in theſe Profeſſions, written by Britiſb 
Authors, wou'd be pleas'd to conſtitute ſome 


proper Perſon to favour us with an Account of 


what is moſt remarkable in them. And what- 
ever Gentlemen ſhall pleaſe to encourage this 


laborious Attempt, may depend upon having 


all 
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an honourable, and publick Mention made of 
their reſpective Helps and Communications. 


Tux Advantages which muſt ariſe from 
ſuch an Undertaking as this, cannot but be very 
great; for here every one will meet with ſome- 
thing either for his Inſtruction or Entertain- 
ment. The experienc d, well-read Phyſician, 
and Surgeon, will not be diſpleas'd to have 
his Memory refreſh'd with an Account of thoſe 
celebrated Authors he has fo frequently ſtudied 
in his Youth, (like as Travellers are uſually de- 
lighted with the Maps and Draughts of thoſe 
Countries they have formerly travell'd through) 
as likewiſe to find the Memoirs and Characters 
of others, he may have been Cotemporary with ; 
whilſt the younger Branches of theſe Profeſſions 
will not be a little aſſiſted, in having their Judg- 
ment form'd by a proper Critic upon Books, 
and ſeeing what Authors are moſt worth their 
Peruſal. Beſides, they may by this Means be 
brought to the Knowledge of many valuable 
Writers they might otherwiſe never have been 
acquainted with ; and perceiving the Oblations 
juſtly paid to their Merit, may poſſibly be fir'd 


into 
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into a glorious Emulation of them, in hopes, 


one day, of having their σ Names inroll'd 
in the ſame honourable Liſt. 


MoREoveR, by being duly inform'd of 
the D:/coveries which have been made at 
Home, they may be the better enabled to vin- 
g dicate the Characters of their learned Country- 
men from the Pretenſions of ſuch as would rob 
them of the Glory of them. Again, by know- 
ing what has hitherto been done in theſe Pro- 
feſſions, they may be the better able to ſup- 
ply what may yet be wanting for the farther 
Improvement of them; beſides being prevent- 
ed perhaps, from waiting a deal of Time and 
Labour upon ſuch Subjects, as may already 
be better done to their Hands. Add to which, 
that by preſerving a juſt and grateful Memorial 
of the Writings and Diſcoveries of our Prede- 
ceſſors, we may give Poſterity an Opportuni- 
ty of inproving on them; and by ſetting fo 
good an Example, may excite thoſe that ſuc- 
ceed us, to do the ſame Juſtice to Future Ages, 


as they ſhall find done to the Pa. 


ARS 
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Ans LONGA, VITA BREVIS, is an Apboriſin 
which the Profeſſors of all Sciences, but parti- 
cularly thoſe of Phy/ick and Surgery, are too 
ſenſible of, For ſuch is the Extent of theſe Pro- 
feſſions, that to have a ſufficient Knowledge of 
what has been done for the Improvement of 
them, even in our own Nation, one mult be 
oblig'd to the Peruſal of ſuch a Number of Vo- 
lumes, as few People'sT:meor Fortune will permit. 
But by ſuch an Undertaking as this, the Ex- 
pence of both will be render'd leſs; the Reader 
brought acquainted with every Thing remark- 
able in an eaſy and compendious Manner; and 
the Contents of a large Library contain'd in 
little Room. 


Ir might perhaps be reckon'd Partiality in 
me, ſhould I carry the Benefits which may 
flow from the preſent Deſign a little farther, 
and obſerve, that thoſe Obſervations which are 
made at home, are better adapted to our Britiſh 
Conſtitutions and Method of living, and there- 
fore more likely to be of Uſe to a Britiſh 
Practitioner, than ſuch as are made abroad. 

G What- 
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Whatever others may think of this Remark, 
I muſt beg leave to judge it not znconfiderabie at 
leaſt, till ſome one can convince me, that thoſe 
Obſervations which have been left us by our 
immortal Countryman DR. SYDENHAM, are 
not more worthy the Study of an Exgliſb Phy- 
ſician, than ſuch as have been made in any 
other Climate. 


BioGRAPHY has always been allow'd to be 

a moſt uſeful and entertaining Study; (the 
Dead being by this Means, as it were, rais'd 
from the Depth and Silence of the Grave, for 
the Benefit and Information of the Living ) 
and EXAMPLE has ever been thought to have 
the greateſt Efficacy upon our Lives and Mo- 
rals. Thus ALEXANDER THE GREAT 
is ſaid to have fram'd himſelf upon the Plan of 
the renown'd ACHILLES; and Julius CASAR 
to have been fir'd into an Hero, by reading the 
Exploits of ALEXANDER. And as in the Mi- 
litary, ſo ] believe it happens in the Literary 
World, that ſcarce any one ever roſe to an ex- 
traordinary Eminence, but by taking to him- 
ſelf, as a Model, ſome one or other of his il- 
luſtrious 
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luſtrious Predeceſſors. It being very natural 
for Men to imagine, that what has been done 


by others, may, in like Circumſtances, be done 


by them. 


Bo r what I intend in Regard to our Br:ti/h 
Phyjical and Chirurgical Writers, is much 
more than a Biographical Account. For tho 
their Births, Lives, and Deaths may be very 
neceſſary Facts, yet the principal Buſineſs, in 
a Work of this Nature, ought to be to give a 
general View of their J/ritings, with an Ac- 
count of the State of Phy/ick and Surgery, and 
the Improvements that have been made in each, 
according to their exact Order of Time. Theſe, 
therefore, as far as we can come to the Know- 
ledge of them, ſhall be carefully taken notice 
of; recourſe ſhall be had to the Authors them- 
ſelves, and our Accounts extracted immediate- 
ly from their own Works; from whence we 
ſhall endeavour to draw their true Pictures, and 
tho in Miniature, yet to preſerve the Likeneſs of. 
the great Originals. 


G 2 Hrerg 
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HERE we ſhall find many great and bene- 
ficial Di/coveries entirely owing to the Saga- 
city of our own Countrymen ; as the Cap/u/: 
communis, or Vagina Porte, to DR. GLISss ON, 
and the Lymphatick-Veſſels, to Dr. Jol LI Fr, 
notwithſtanding the Pretenſions of Bartholine, 
and Olaus Rudbeck, The new Duct which 
carries the Seed from the Teftes to the Paroſta- 
te, to DR. HEIOHMORE. The Mucilaginous 
Glands of the Foints, to DR. Havers. A new 
Method of diſſecting the Brain, and tracing 
the Riſe and Propagation of the Nerves thro' 
all Parts of the Body; a better Anatomy of 
the Prime Vie, particularly of the Coats of 


the Stomach; with an accurate Deſcription of 


the ſeveral Membranes which conſtitute the 
Coats of the Veins and Arteries, to DR. WII- 
LIs. The Transfufion of Blood out of one A- 
nimal into another ; the Channels which con- 
vey the Serum ſecreted from the Glands of the 


Br ain, into the Jugular V. eins; the Spiral Or- 
der of the muſcular Fibres of the Heart, and 


the true Method of dividing the Heart into its 
ſeveral Muſcles, to DRx. Lowes. The paral- 
| | lel 
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lel Expanſion of the Filaments of the Oprick 
Nerve upon the Tunica Retiformis, to DR. 
BRIGGS. The Diſcovery of one of the Sali- 
val Dudts, to DR. WHARTON. The Glan- 
dulæ Odoriferæ near the Exit of the Inteſtinum 
Rectum, in ſtrong-ſcented Animals, to Dr. 
EpwaRD Tyson. The Glandulz Cowperta- 
ne in the human Penis, to the ingenious 
MR. Cowprk, whoſe Name they bear. And, 
to ſum up all in one, the Diſcovery of the Cir- 
culation of the Blood, to the Immortal DR. 
Harvey. A Diſcovery which all ſucceeding 
Ages and Nations muſt acknowledge them{-lves 
indebted to; and one that will endure, as long 


as Time itſelf ſhall have a being! 


NoR have our Britiſh Phy/ical Writers car- 
ried their Inquiries into the Make and Stru- 
cture of the Human Body only, but Compara- 
tive Anatomy has likewiſe been advanced by 
them. Thus we have had accurate Anatomies 
of the Rattle-Snake, Opoſſum, Orang-Outang, 
Porpeſſe, and long and round Body-Worms, by 
Ds. Epward.Tyson. Of the Elephant, by 
Dx. MovuLin; and of Snails, and Teſtaceous 
Animals, by Dk. LIS TER. Wu lx 
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WuiLlr theſe have excell'd in the Anatomy 
of ſuch Bodies as have Sezſitive, others have 


been no leſs induſtrious in ſearching into the 


Nature of ſuch as are endow'd with Vegetabli 


Life. Witneſs the Anatomy of Vegetables by 


DR. GREw, who has trac'd the Texture of 
the different Parts of Trees, Shrubs and Plants, 
detected the Veſlels which ſerve for the Con- 
veyance of Air, Sap, &c. and deſcrib'd the 
whole Proceſs of Vegetation from Seed to Secd, 
in ſuch an agreeable Manner, as to render it 


dout:full, whether the World has received moſt 


Pleaſure or Inſtruction from his ebnete 
Obſervations. 


Nor has the Phyſiological Part of Phy/ick 


only, but the Pharmaceutical too, been impro- 


ved by them; Inſtances of which it wou'd be 
more eaſy to begin with, than when once en- 
gag d to tell where to %%. In a word; there 
is no Branch of Medicine, either with regard 
to Theory or Practice, but what has been in- 
debted to them. Thus the firſt, and beſt Ac- 
count of the Nervous and Hy/terick Colick, in. 


England, 
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England, as likewiſe of managing the Small: 
Pox, and treating. Acute Continual, and Inflam- 
matory Fevers, together with the wonderful 
Advantages of Riding in Conſumptive Caſes, a 
more rational Uſe of the Bark in Intermit- 
tents, and of Milk and Steel in many Chronick 
Diſeaſes, have been left us by DR.SypExy am. 
An admirable Explication of the Effects of 
Air, and other of the Non-naturals upon Hu- 
man Bodies, by DR. WAINWRIGHT, and 
Dx. ARBUuTHNoT. The Proportion between 
the Matter perſpir'd in this Climate and Italy, 
with many other ingenious Diſquiſitions con- 
cerning the Quantity and Velocity of the Blood, 
Animal Secretion, and Muſcular Motion, by 
Dx. Jamzs KEIL. A molt ingenious Ratio- 
nale of the Catamenia, and Chemical Opera- 
tions, by DR. FRIEND. Nor mult it be for- 
gotten, that the firſt who introduc'd Geometri- 
cal and Mechanical Reaſonings into Anatomy, 
from whence ſuch innumerable Benefits have 
been ſince deriv'd to Phyfick in general, was, 
to the Honour of our Country, Six CHñARLES 
SCARBURGH. But to enumerate / the Dit- 


coveries and Improvements which have been 
made 
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made by our Britiſh Phyjical Writers, not only 
in their own Profeſſion, but likewiſe in Ce- 
miſtry, Botany, Experimental Philsſophy, Natu- 
ral Hiſtory of, Elementary Bodies, Minerals, 
Stones, Shells, Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes and Injetts, 
not to mention many other Parts of Learning, 
as Geometry, Aſtronomy, Mathematichs, Gram | . 1 
mar, Hiſtory, Poetry, &c. wou'd be a Tak AS 
too tedious for the Limits of this Epi/tle. The A 
Proſecution of this, I hope, is a Subject, that 
will aftord both Pleaſure and Information to 
my Reader in its proper place. 


FROM ſeveral Places of this Invitatory Let- 
ter it appears, that I propoſe to give an Account 
of the moſt celebrated Britiſh Chirurgical, as 
well as Phy/ical Authors; which I therefore 
think myſelf oblig'd to do, as well becauſc 
many of them by their uſeful Diſcoveries and 
Obſervations, have deſerved highly even of the 
Phyſical World, as becauſe the Hi/tory of Medi- 
cine, by reaſon of the Affinity of theſe Profeſſions, 
cannot well be carried on without it. Phyjick 
and Surgery muſt be acknowledg'd, at leaſt, 
to be Twin-Si/ters; and if an exact Scrutiny 

Were 
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were to be made, Surgery perhaps might be 
found to be the elder of the two; as Man- 
kind were doubtleſs expos d to external Hurts 
and Injuries, before they were liable to any 7- 
ward Decays in their Conſtitutions, All Pre- 
tenſions to Superiority ought in a common 
Cauſe to be ſuperſeded, at leaſt fo far, as that 
what is a joint Concern, may be carried on 
with an unanimous and joint Concurrence. 


Sven noted foreign Phyſicians and Surge- 
ons too as came over and ſettled in England, I 
think I ought in juſtice to mention as Britiſh; 
eſpecially if they have any way conduc'd by their 
Mritings to the Improvement of the Practice of 
Phyjick and Surgery in this Kingdom. And as 
it is the moſt Famors only of theſe Profeſſions, 
among the Dead, I intend to celebrate; ſo it 
is the moſt Eminent only among the Living, I 
wou'd in this Letter be thought to addreſs. 


Bur there is one thing, I mult particularly 
beg leave to mention to my Correſpondents ; 
that, in the Execution of this Deſign, I judge 


it neceſſary to reſerve to myſelf, the Liberty of 
- omitting 
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omitting whatever Paſſage may contain any 


invidious or contumelious Reflection; being de- 
termin'd, if poſſible, to avoid the very Shadow 
of Offence, For want of obſerving which 
equitable Rule, how many Controverſies have 
there been in Phy/ick, where an amicable In- 
quiry after Truth, which ſhou'd have had the 
greateſt, has had the leaſt Share in the Diſpute 
where the Combatants ſeem to have dipp'd 
their Pens in Gall, inſtead of Int, and endea- 
vouring to diſplay the Scholar, have quite for- 
gotten the Gentleman: and where thoſe who 
from their Ofjce ſhou'd be the bet natur'd Men 
in the World, have tranſgreſs d all the Laws of 


Humanity? But as on the one hand, we ſhou'd 


confine ourſelves to the ſtricteſt Bounds of 
Decency and Good-breeding, fo neither on the 
other, ſhou'd we ſuffer ourſelves to be biaſs'd, 
to the Detriment of Truth, by Prejudice or 
Partiality; but to do diftributrve Juſtice, and 
to give, as far as in us lies, a candid Account 
of Perſons and Things in that State in which 
we really find them. And to doubt, GENTLE- 


MEN, of a moſt ready and chearful Commu- 


nication 
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nication in a Work ſo neceſſary in itfelf, as 
well as ſo conducive to the C edit of your re- 
ſpeftive Profeſſions, wou'd be to call in queſtion 
that great and beneficent Spirit, by which you 
have always diſtinguiſh'd yourſelves, in promo- 
ting what is /audable, 


As for the Malicious, Envious and Cen/orious 
Part of Mankind, how hey ſhall pleaſe to re- 
liſh the preſent Deſign, we think ourſelves but 
little concern'd. Tis uſual for ſuch, to condemn 
in others, what they cannot perform 7hem- 
ſelves; and like ERosTRATUs, endeavour to 
obtain a Name by demolithing e Structures, 
which colt the greateſt Time and Labour to 
erect, ZoiLus's, I know, have been the Pro- 
duct of every Age; but then it muſt be re- 
member' d, that they abound with their A x1 s- 
TARCHI too, as willing to foſter and cheriſh 
any commendable Attempt, and to bring it to 


Maturity, as the former are to 2 and ib it 
in the Bud. 


CRITICISM indeed, when undertaken by 
fuch as are themſefves the beſt Performers in 
$13 | what 
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what they criticiſe upon, is a great and neceſ- 
ſary thing. To the Sentiments of ſuch, we 
ſhall always pay the greateſt Deference. But 
ſhou'd the Litigious, Carping, Half-read Critics 


too, think fit to ſpend heir Judgment on the 


preſent Work, they have my Conſent. Shou'd 
an Oſtentatious Controverſy be their Aim; I 
know the Value of Time too well to conſume it 
in Diſpute and Diſcord. Shou'd they want to 
raiſe my Paſſions; tis poſſible they may not be 
very predominant. Shou'd they object the Cenſure 
and Detraction I incur; that is a Debt which 
every great and laudable Work uſually pays to 
the Publick,* In ſhort, J have often thought, 
that one who ventures into the World as an 
Author, is like a Mariner that puts to Sea; and 
that the former can no more expect to eſcape 
thro' Life, without the Ruffles of Envy and 
Oppoſition, than the latter can hope to embark 
upon that uncertain Element, without ever 
meeting with a Storm. 


I sEE 


* Virtuti id premium uſitatum eſt, ut bene merenti ma- 
Ie rependantur gratiæ. Ent, in Epiſt. Dedic. ad Harv. 
Exercitat. De Generat. Anim. 
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Ist E no poſſible Objection, GENTLEMEN, 
can be made to this Deſign, unleſs it be 
my own ſnabilifty to undertake it. An Ob- 
jection, Iconfeſs, I know not well how to apo- 
lovize for; except it may appear leſs by conſider- 


ing, that what is wanting in e, may eaſily 


be ſupplied by your better Judgment. 


Hap any other Pen attempted this labo- 
rious Work, mine had been render'd needleſs. 
Indeed, to celebrate ſo many ingenious Writers 
in the manner they deſerve, is a Taſk I muſt 
own myſelf quite unequal to; but yet methinks, 
'tis better to have ſome (tho' but an in- 
different) Commemoration of them left to Af- 
ter-Ages, than one, - eſpecially as this may be 
a Means of prompting ſome abler Perſon to do 
them greater Juſtice. 


« ALTHOUGH therefore, (to uſe theWords 
of the excellent Biſhop SPRAT, in his H1s- 
TORY of the RoyAL Soc1ETY)I come to the 
« Performance of this Work, with much leſs 
« Deliberation and Ability, than the Weighti- 


cc neſs 


c 
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% neſs of it requires: yet, I truſt, that the 
* Greatneſs of the Deſign itſelf, on which Jam 
** to ſpeak, and the Zeal which I have for the 
* Hour of our Nation, which have been the 
« chief Reaſons, that have mov'd me to this 
«© Confidence of writing, will ſerve to make 
« ſomething for my Excuſe,” And as I am 
far from engaging in this Deſign under any 
Want of Subjiftence, (as is too frequently 
the Caſe among that Swarm of Scriblers the 
World is infeſted with) but purely out of an 
honeſt and diſintereſted Deſire to perpetuate the 
Memory of fo many zlluſtrious Perſons, and to 
render an acceptable Work to the Publick, to 
no Time nor Application, in my Power, ſhall 
be wanting to make it, what I really intend it, 
a very valuable Collection of Phyſical and Chirur- 
gical Knowledge; hoping it will prove to ſuch 
as ſhall pleaſe to favour me with their Corre- 
ſpondence, what it does to myſelf, a kind of 
Literary Relaxation, and an innocent Em- 
ployment of thoſe Jiſure Hours which may 
eaſily be ſpent in doing worſe. 


Jam, 


( 63) 


* I am, GENTLEMEN, with ſincere Wiſhes 
. for the Advancement and Reputation of the 
. Faculty, 


Your moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Portugal-Row, Lin- 
coln's-Inn Fields; 
March 1. 1740. 


EDWARD MILWAR D. 


N. B. Gentlemen are deſir'd to ſend their Oꝰꝰ- 
ſervations to the Author, as above directed; 
and no where elſe. 


There is now preparing for the P RES 8. 
By the ſame AUTHOR, 


GANGR/ANOLOGIA: 


Sive Novus 
De GaAnGRANA & SPHACELO 
%%% EK ST. 
Ad Principia Phyfico - Mechanica * 
INS TITVU Tus. = 


Quo non ſolùm horum morborum natura ac- 
curate inveſtigatur, & nova eos per Corticem 
Peruvianum cohibendi methodus, a Dom. 
Ruſhwortho nuper detecta, exhibetur, ſed 
Caſuum quoque Hiſtoria, Corticis Operand: 
ratio, atque in aliis plurimis morbis ectus 
Boni, traduntur. Dein autem uſitatiſſimis 
contra Corticem Objectionibus reſpondetur. 


Accedit APPENDIX, 


In qua oſtenditur Putredinem multd ſæpiùs internas 
Humani Corporis partes depaſcere, quam animadverſum 
eſt; & frequentiſſimam eſſe Mortis in morbis cauſam. 


Adduntur etiam Signa quibus Sphaceliſmus Interiorum 
| cognoſcatur. 75 


OPUS omnibus Medicinæ Studioſis, ob ingentem Rerum 
tractatarum varietatem, ſi quid aliud, accommodatum; & 
Obſervationibus, Corollariis, Regulis, Monitiſaue multis 

egregiis, ex toto fere Medicinæ ambitu, cum & Praxi 
tum ex Theorid petitis, dilucidatum. 


